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presence of a bilingual system of education which was intended to insure that a
well-educated Roman knew both Greek and Latin well. The outstanding institutional
developments were in matters of emphasis and support. The chief theoretical contribu-
tions were in the form of systematic statements of educational policy, principally by
Cicero and Quintilian, which were to influence succeeding centuries even more than
their own day. They became the main channels whereby the rhetorical education of
florescent Greece and the literary tradition of Hellenistic Greece flowed into western
Europe.
Throughout the Empire the school of the litterator remained the common
elementary school, designed principally to teach reading in Latin. Obviously the*
quality of the teaching varied enormously from teacher to teacher and from place to
place, but the long-term failure of Rome to provide effective and widespread elemen-
tary education must have been a contributing cause of the decline of the Empire. In
describing the primary schools of the first and second centuries A.D., Carcopino has
this gloomy judgment to make, sounding startlingly like twentieth century critics of
American schools:
On the whole we are compelled to admit that at the most glorious period
of the empire the schools entirely failed to fulfill the duties which we expect of
our schools today. They undermined instead of strengthened the children's
morals; they mishandled the children's bodies instead of developing them; and if
they succeeded in furnishing their minds with a certain amount of information,
they were not calculated to perform any loftier or nobler task. The pupils left
school with the heavy luggage of a few practical and commonplace notions
laboriously acquired and of so little value that in the fourth century Vegetius
could not take for granted that new recruits for the army would be literate
enough to keep the books of their corps. Instead of happy memories, serious and
fruitful ideas, any sort of intellectual curiosity vital to later life, school children
carried away the gloomy recollection of years wasted in senseless, stumbling
repetitions punctuated by savage punishments. Popular education then in Rome
was a failure. . . .u
The schools of the Greek and the Latin grammaticus continued to be the
principal secondary schools under the early empire. Eventually, the separate Greek
grammar school virtually disappeared from the West although Carcopino argues that
the "Roman grammarians never ceased to subordinate the study of Latin literature to
that of Greek literature—much in the same way as under the ancien regime in France
the study of French was always subsidiary to Latin."12 Since the Latin grammar
school had never been widely established in the East outside Constantinople, the
Empire increasingly was divided into the Latin-speaking West and the Greek-speaking
East from the third century on. Political unity of the Empire did not long survive
linguistic divisiveness.
11 Jerome Carcopino, Daily Life in Ancient Rome; the People and the City at the Height of the
Empire, Henry T. Rowell (ed.), Yale University Press, New Haven, 1940, pp. 106-107.
12Ibid.,p. 111.

